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But
interpretivist

sociologists are
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interested din
the subijective
views and
interpretations
of their
subjects,
believing that
it is impossible
to objectively
establish social
facts.
Nonetheless,
most would still

urge
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sociologists to
be objective. in
their research,
even though
postmodernists
argue that all
research is
inevitably
subjective.
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Professors John
Scott, Malcolm
Williams, and
Gayle Letherby
discuss their
book,
Objectivity and
Subjectivity in
Social Research.
They
collectively
reject the idea
that complete

objectivity 1is
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possible,
becauseeveryone
has lived
experiences that
affect what and
how they choose
to research.
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Objectivity and
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key ) concepts in
sociall research.
This book,
written by
leading authors
in the field,
takes a
completely new
approach to
objectivity and
subjectivity, no
longer treating
them as opposed

— as many
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existing texts
do .— .but as
logically and
methodologically
related in
social research.
The book
debates:
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objectivity /and
subjectivity.
The concepts of
objectivity and
subjectivity are
typically
defined relative
to each other:
if something is
not objective,
then it is
subjective. They
have a

surprisingly
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varied history,
as .shown, in
Daston and
Galison’s (2007)
study. Although
objectivity 1is
now strongly
associated with
science, Daston
and Gallison
date its
emergence as a
scientific term

as late as the
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mid-nineteenth
centuryy,, long
after the
scientific
revolution of
the seventeenth
century.

The objective
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information
about real
things which
social and
subjective
processes
(including
measurement)
generate 1is
reflected in
real results
such as
producing

nuclear weapons,
Page 22/48



which really
kill people,  and
medical
procedures,
which really
cure disease
(cf. MERTON,
1972 for an
incisive
refutation of
the subjectivist
position that
one's values

insulate oneself
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from cthe world) .

subjectivity and
objectivity in
the social
sciences |
Michal Kutéds -
Academia.edu In

this paper we
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try ) to answer
the question. in
what sense
social sciences
are subjective
and in what
sense they are
objective. We
examine only
some aspects of
this problem.
First, we
address the

question of inte
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rsubjectivity,
mainly with the
ideas of
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Objectivity in
social science
research: There
is no
objectivity.
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e ey .
soctat—seience
researeh+—There
s—hmo——
objective
knowledge, which
means the task
of the
sociologist is
to test
hypotheses using
objective
research

methods.
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Interpretivists
argue jall
knowledge 1is
necessary
subjective and
the task of the
sociologist is
to reveal
different forms
of truth by
describing
social
behaviour. 4.
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refers to core
beliefs—about
the nature of
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Objectivity and
value—freedom
versus
subjectivity
Subjective,

personal
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feelings should
be keptiout the
scientific
process.
Scientific
knowledge should
not be
influenced by
the personal
opinions or
biases of the
researchers who
conduct the

experiments
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which provide
the data to
generate
scientific
knowledge.

L o
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One of the more

important
debates
concerning
objectivity in

the social
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sciences
concerns, the
role value
judgments play
and,
importantly,
whether value-
laden research
entails claims
about the
desirability of
actions. Max
Weber held that

the social
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scilences ' are
necessarily
value laden.
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Objectivity is a
frame of mind so
that personal
prejudices,

preferences or
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predilections of
the social
scientists do
not contaminate
the collection
of analysis of
data. Thus
scientific
investigations
should be free
from prejudices
of race, color,
religion, sex or

ideological
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biases.

Researeh—Methods
ang—Statisties
Thus, failure of
objectivity in
social inquiries
is often
attributed to
the simple fact
that the social

scientist as a
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social being is
also . actively
participating is
social affairs.
In answering
this objection,
That the
biologist 1is
himself an
organism and a
physicist also a
body of given
mass,

interacting with
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other organisms
and bodies.

statement is
based on facts
and
observations. On
the other hand,
a subjective

statement relies
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on assumptions,
beliefsy;
opinions and
influenced by
emotions and
personal
feelings.
Objective
information is
provable,
measurable and
observable. In
contrast,

subjective
Page 38/48



information /is
relative to the
subject, i.e.
the person
making it.
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objectivity
definition: 1.

the fact of
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being based on
facts jand not
influenced by
personal beliefs
or feelings: 2.
the... Learn
more.

subjectivity
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definition: /1.
the influence of
personal beliefs
or feelings,
rather than
facts: 2. the
influence of
personal... Learn
more.
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Bietionary
Objectiwvity, and
subjectivity are
key concepts in
social research.
This book,
written by
leading authors
in the field,
takes a
completely new
approach to
objectivity and

subjectivity, no
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longer treating
them as;opposed
- as many
existing texts
do - but as
logically and
methodologically
related in
social research.
The book
debates:
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Objectivity and
subjectivity are
key concepts in
social research.
This book,
written by
leading authors
in the field,
takes a
completely new
approach to

objectivity and
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subjectivity, 'no
longer treating
them as opposed
- as many
existing texts
do - but as
logically and
methodologically
related in
social research.
The book
debates:
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A subject is an
observer and an
object is a
thing observed.
The following
are examples of
subjective
experiences (all
examples of
qualia) : What

the color red
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looks like to
me; What a
musical tone
sounds like to
me; What
pleasure and
pain feel like
to me. And their
corresponding
objective
analogues: The
red surface;
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